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Bygone Days in Chicago. Recollections of the "Garden City" of the 
Sixties. By Frederick Francis Cook, xvi and 400 pp., nearly 100 illustra- 
tions from rare prints and photographs, and index. A. C. McClurg & Co., 
Chicago, 1 910. $2.75 net. 
Probably no other man is so well qualified as Mr. Cook to write such a book 
as this about Chicago. The book is not a history, but it supplies abundantly, and 
in rich and large variety, the materials for history, for it paints the atmosphere 
and gives insight into the psychology of the young and lusty days of a great 
city in embryo; and, in an important sense, Mr. Cook was a part of what he 
saw and heard. He was a keen, alert and trusted newspaper reporter in a day 
when Chicago was so small that such a chronicler of the times as he, was 
acquainted with every one of consequence, was the repository of secrets as well 
as of news and gossip and knew just what was going on in all the strata of 
Chicago's life and activity. He has given in this book a most graphic picture 
of Chicago as a stripling, and it is all presented, not in the form of historical 
narrative but in the way of incident, anecdote and shrewd characterization of 
men and events. It is one of the most readable books of recent publication; and 
everything in it seems to have its own value for the light it throws upon those 
remarkable times and the manner and quality of the men who helped to build 
the foundations of Chicago. 

Camp and Camino in Lower California. A Record of the Adventures 
of the Author while exploring peninsular California, Mexico. By Arthur 
Walbridge North. With a Foreword by Admiral Robley D. Evans, V. S. N. 
346 pp., illustrations, bibliography and index. The Baker & Taylor Com- 
pany, New York, 1910. $3. 

Mr. North loves the fascination of the wilds. Years ago, he chose as the 
scene of his adventures the most utterly neglected wild he could find on our 
continent and that, of course, was the large peninsula of Lower California. He 
may almost be said to have made that great adjunct of Mexico his own special 
preserve, for he is the only English-speaking American and, as far as we know, 
the only man who has ever traversed it from end to end, zigzagging his way 
over the Sierras and across the desert plains between the Pacific and the Gulf. 
Mr. North is, to-day, our best authority on the geography of Lower California, 
and his first book, "The Mother of California," is the repository of a large 
number of hitherto unknown facts about that unique and untraveled region. 
It is gratifying to see that the author has reproduced in the Appendix to the 
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